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centuries, and the best modern Indian dancers, such as Uday
Shankar and Ram Gopal, still dance according to the rules of the
Bharata Natya Sastra. Dancing (Nrtya) was closely connected with
acting (Natya) ... Indian dancing is not a thing of legs and arms
alone,but of the whole body. Every movement of the little finger or
the eye - brow is significant and must be fully controlled. The poses
and grestures are classified in detail, even as early as the
Bharatanatya Sastra. Which mentions thirteen postures of the
head, thrity six of the eyes, nine of the neck, thirty seven of the
hand and ten of the body. Later texts classfiy many more poses
and gestures, everyone of which depicts a specific emotion or
object. with so many possible combinations the dancer can tell a
whole story easily comprehensible to the observer who knows
the convention.

The most striking feature of the Indian dance is undoubtedly,
the hand gesture (Mudra). By a beautiful and complicated code,
the hand alone is capable of portraying not only a wide range of
emotions, but gods, animals men, natural scenery, actions and so
on." P. 387
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he concludes :

"From the flowing tone of Bhasa's Sanskrit and the
conversational style of his dialogues which are short, easy, graceful
and colloquial we are inclined to think that Sanskrit was a spoken
language in Bhasa's time and so we place him after Panini, before
the later's grammer got a strong foothold, and probably before

Katyatyana (350 B.C.)"
- quoted from Dr. Pusalkar's work on Bhasa by
Prof. M. Ghosh
"But the Prakrt of the plays of Bhasa, as they have reached
us, needs some comments ... The Prakrt of the dramas was always
in the state of flux. In the beginning, the Prakrt of the dramas was
not considered a seperate langauge, but a mode of speaking,
and such a condifion prevailed probably in the time of Panini, and
even continued for some time after him. Most probably the original
orthography of Bhasa's Prakrt was not different from that of Sanskrit
and the available Prakrt passages of Bhasa speak of the date of
the MSS, tradition they followed, rather that of the dramatist, hence
there is no bar to place him between 400 and 350 B.C, just before
Kautilya (350 B.C.) who made a quotation from a play of his. Under
these circumstances the most probable date for the NS. becomes
about 500 B.C. because he was known to Bhasa".
(Introduction to Volume | of Translation PP IXIV, IXV)
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